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INTRODUCTION

In Colorado, children with diagnosed permanent bilateral hearing loss 

automatically qualify for Early Intervention (EI) under Part C of the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Children with unilateral hearing loss do not, but 

they do often qualify with a delay in an area. The current regulations to qualify for 

EI in Colorado are a 33% delay in one area or 25% delay in 2 or more areas. 

Children can also qualify via informed opinion from professional opinion.

If a child has a permanent hearing difference diagnosed and qualify for EI, they 

become part of the Colorado Home Intervention Program (CHIP) that provides the 

family with a provider with additional knowledge related to hearing loss to support 

the family during their time in EI.  

HOW IT WORKS

-For children with diagnoses of some kind, the school districts requested to be informed that these 

children will be turning three and needing an evaluation for an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 

within the next year as early as the child is 2 years of age (24 months)-this includes all hearing 

loss diagnoses. 

-As a team, it is discussed with the family at an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) review 

and the family’s consent is gained to send their child’s information to the school district. 

-Typically, the school districts begin to contact the family anywhere from 3-6 months, depending 

on the time of year the child will turn 3, before their third birthday to be part of a transition 

conference-introduce the Child Find coordinator who schedules the Part B (Preschool IEP) 

evaluation for the family. 

-Part of the discussion if a child qualifies for an IEP is the goals/services, as well as the best 

placement for the child (Least Restrict Environment-LRE), Communication Plan, and 

Transportation to/from school if appropriate.

COMMUNICATION PLAN
Part of the IEP for all DHH Children in CO. 
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33-36 months:
Child is evaluated by the school 
district for qualification for an IEP

Before 36 months:
Child qualifies (delays or auto-qualifications) for EI in 
CO

24-30 months:
Begin discussing with the family the possibility the child going to preschool at 36 months of age. 
Review the: Process, Rights, Types of Services, Schooling options-Review the Bridge to Preschool

30-33 months:
Family is contacted by the school district 
to schedule IEP Evaluation meeting
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